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Jterch £3, 



Dr.John A. Xetlmor 
Chairmen, -apt* Urology 
Columbia School of Medicine 
Columbia University 
New York, N.Y. 




Dear Dr# Lattiraer, 




/R\ 



At the time the prase devoted extensive gt tentioa to your October 
appearance in Illinois enu your conmenta on the barren Commission's eo-co Lied 
” single -bullet theory’’ 1 was on a speaking tour* Until qow, various t Mings 
have kept me from devoting the time to your work that 1 intend. It sounds 
fascinating. If you neve proved whet til# barren Commi salon could and did not, 
in fact, did not even try to, than we ere all in your debt. 
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I am writing to ssk for e cory of your remarks and all the available 
information on your own experiments, analysis and conclusions. I vould like 
very much td> cite these tnings in my own writing. If you h*ve charts, such as 
of the project© p3th of the bullet through the President's neck, I'd lik* to 
uee them, too. I assume you computed the possible eagles, vertical end hori- 
zontal, at whatever time you estimate that particular shot was fired. 

If you draw upon the Coasni 38 ion's unpublished material on this subject. 
In my experience much more voluminous than what It did publish, 1 do hope you 
cite it so 1 con credit you with finding whet I did not. 



One of the things that hss interested me most is accounting for the 

¥ mortal remaining in the governor's tibia. The Commission does not give us its 
size, weight or description, no* do you et tribute it to Bullet 399? 

Press reports indicate you fired similar bullets into wood. Dr. J ohn 
^lchols alec has done this. However, I am troubled by the u?e of wood when the 
Commission assures us the closest approximation of human tissue la gelatin and 
when gelatin woe used, by the Army experts and by CBS, no single b-.illet fired 
had the energy to transit the even then indaenuete representation of the his- 
tory attributed to bullet 399. 

Another aspect of your work that *11* internet me is how you cope with 
IOC lf> of the Commission's evidence, that such e bullet could not hevs inflicted 
*he damage to the Connelly ~riat without considerable deformation of a character 
lacking in Bullet 399. In this connection, all the evidence soy* there would have 
been marking of the bullet by the bona it allegedly hit, also lacking. *our 
explanation of this io somethin' to which I • Iso look forward enxioualy. 

You ere cited having fired three shots in seconds, ^our manner 
of timing also will interest me. The Uoramiaaion did not count the time before the 
actual firing of the first shot. Did you? 



there are a nuraoer oi uuecuoi.t>i*x.y uai .oiyu« xu. u*a * 
work. 1 preBume you have overcome these, especially in these respects: prov- 
ing that, in fact, bullet 399 wee, in fact "found" on Governor Connolly's 
stretcher end no other} proving that it was, in fact, used in the asssssiao* 
tion (as by analysis of the residues that where nevar tasted by the FBI or 
the Commi ealon) l proving by apectrography or other scientific testa thet it 
was of the same origin ea the aetel retrieved from the car end its occupants; 
and proving, in a minimum neceseity for alleging only three shots were fired, 
that all the metal required to have boon shed by Bullet 399 cane from no 
other secures, and that all the other nietsl come from the bullet sold to hove 
exploded fro, impact on the President's heed and no other source. 



You ere quoted as saying the slight flattsAing at the rear eni of 
‘‘ullet 399 is a significant deformity, considering the history attributed to 
it. You are eleo quoted as having said, "We undertook to deform similar 
bullets in the some way..." Whet t.he news reports do not give Is the feet 
that you used bones or e suitable representation of tte rib, wrist and tibia. 
XJJ l*d appreciate an explanation of whet, to me, would be the only meaningful 
experiment, proving that all of this bone could heve been struck by a bullet 
neither started by that bona or deformed corB then Bullet 399. 
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All the medical experts seem to have found more metal he Tier been 
shed in the wrist Injury alone than can be accounted as missing from billet 
399. This, also. I'd like explained. likewise, although the Warren Heport is 
8ilent on the subject, there was motel in Governor Coually'a chest, ere you 
able to determine the size and weight of this fragment or these frequents? 
t^ould you, without this information, substantiate the sc-celled " single— bullet 
theory"? 

You ere quoted ee having eeirt the fatal bullet entered the beck of 
the ?re ident's hoed. ..exited at the front..*" I am G*ere thet the * eport does 
say th^» bullet entered the back, ilevs? you any other courco? This is not. what 
the penel appointed by Attorney General Clerk found in r-eding the X-reys. The 
Commission, sleo, did not say the bullet exited the front. If you hove estab- 
lished this and -sere not misquoted you have u significant accomplishment that 
Interests me very much. I^erh^ps, in this connection, you also hsve on explana- 
tion for the hitherto unreported mass fbund at the base of the brain, or of the 
failure to study the left half of the brain,or to report whether t:;ere was a 
mi ©ale path through any part of it, etc. 



You are eleo quoted ee having definite knowledge of the manner in rtifcch 
the telescopic sight was attached to the rifle at the moment it was allegedly 
used. I do not recall any such evidence and would appreciate a citation to it. 
Then you ore said to have declared that this, in effect, made the shooting more 
accurate. I aek if you have infounetion on this other then at close distance end, 
if you do not, ho* you projected the error for the proper dietonce. u nlesa * h^ve 
been misinformed, carrying the error from the close distance to the alleged 
actual one would greatly incr^ae the distance between the point* in the si^ht at 
the alleged actual distance and the body. After this, the need for ehima under 
the sight at ndgewood Arsenal, befora the rifle could be used, would still re- 
quire explanation. 



Aftor 1 h ve had a chcnca to 3tudy your work, poo3ibly I will have 
mere uueationa. 1 hope you will be able to find tins to answer thorn, ^his, to 
me, is much too vital a national iasue for questions to remain unasked or un- 
answered, or for assumptions to be substituted for feet. 

Sincerely, 

Harold ?;ei3berg 



